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battatas; and from Panamd they bring cows, if they wish
to eat fresh meat; and everything else, as I haye said before,
is brought from Spain.

Among the woods on the eastern side, not very far from
Nombre de Dios, there are numbers of black runaways, who
have killed many Spaniards sent by the governors of the
province to destroy them. In those woods, near some
streams, they found several houses inhabited by Indians,
and made friends with them. They throw poisoned arrows,
and often many of them go to the Panamel route, and kill as
many travellers as fall into their hands, cruelly cutting them
in pieces. In winter, owing to contrary winds, the boats
that go to the river Chiare are a long time in reaching
La Croce / yet by them the merchants send some articles to
Panamd, and they occasionally meet with these outlaws,
who plunder all the goods, leaving the blacks who lead the
mules, unless they like to go with them. And this is the
substance of the treaties and contracts between the city of
Panamd and Nombre de Bios,

As I previously promised to give you an entire descrip-
tion of the intensely sterile country of Veragua, this seems
to me the most appropriate place, as we are close to it; so
that the reader may be convinced of the great difference
there is in speaking of a place from hearsay, and from one's
own experience.

In the year of our salvation fifteen hundred and forty,
Diego Gutierrez, of Madrid, was appointed by the emperor,
governor of Nueva Carthago, in Costa-Rica, a very rich
province; and he left Spain accordingly. He arrived at
Nombre de Dios> and then in a fregata, or barge, by the
canal he went to Nicaragua, to collect men and enter on his
government. But Eoderigo de Contreras was still ruler of
that province, and in consequence of some discord that arose
between them he continued there two years longer, until,
through the bishop's kind intercession^ they became friends.
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